
Plan smart. Burn SMART.
Planned burning can reduce the amount of flammable material on your property, potentially
reducing the impact and spread of bushfire.
In the wrong conditions, a planned burn can escape and become an uncontrollable fire. If you
plan to burn, plan to Burn SMART.
YOU are responsible for any burns on your property and must take care to recognise and
manage risks.
Create a burn plan using the Burn SMART Guide and Burn SMART Checklist.
Watch the Burn SMART Planned Burning How-To Video Series to revisit the key stages of a
planned burn and what you must do in order to Burn SMART.
Register your burn by calling the DFES Communications Centre on 08 9395 9209.
Burning under the wrong conditions can put lives and homes at risk. Property owners are
responsible for recognising and managing all risks associated with their burn.
Rules and restrictions can vary from day to day. Always check with your local government for
burning restrictions and requirements prior to burning.
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If you own or manage land in Western Australia it is your responsibility to reduce the risk of
bushfire impacting it. This applies to all landholders and land occupiers, including private homes,
businesses and government.
 
One of the most effective ways you can reduce fuel loads and the risk of bushfire is planned
burning. Planned burning describes deliberately burning a predetermined area under appropriate
environmental conditions to reduce fuel loads (the vegetation and dead plant material that can
burn in a fire). Planned burns are undertaken under mild and stable weather conditions so that
the fire burns slowly and is controllable with low flame heights.
 
It is important to note however that you are responsible for any fire you light and, if it escapes,
you may be liable for the damage it causes.
 
Reducing fuel increases the chances of your property surviving a bushfire. 
 
The more fuel available to a bushfire, the hotter the fire can burn and the harder it is to control.
Flammable material such as leaf litter, fallen branches, dead grasses and shrubs provide fuel for
fire, allowing it to grow more quickly and burn at higher temperatures. This increases the
likelihood of damage to your property, neighbouring properties and the environment. In
comparison, reduced fuel levels assist not only in reducing how quickly a fire can spread, but it
also reduces its spotting distance (how far the fire can jump).
 
Planned burning is a particularly efficient way to remove fuel over larger areas. When used
appropriately, it generally results in less environmental disturbance than other methods. Many
native plants and animals can also benefit from periodic fire.
 
The following information is designed to help you Burn SMART:

For more information on planned burning visit The DFES website

CONDUCTING A SAFE WINTER BURN
BurnSMART - A guide for planned burns
DFES has developed a great how-to guide to help you prepare and
execute a successful winter burn. The guide explains the factors that
contribute to a safe burn, including weather considerations, assessing
your risks, topography, safety tips and clothing, checklists and important
contact numbers.

Click this link or image to download the guide.

BurnSMART - how to video series
The BurnSMART four part video series offers a great overview for conducting a safe winter burn.
Follow this link to the complete DFES BurnSMART video series.

BurnSMART - Leaf moisture method, understanding the results
How quickly and intensely a dead leaf sample burns offers a strong indication of its moisture
level. This is valuable to consider when judging the potential success of a planned burn. Use
these markers as a guide.

https://d2qnwn04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/X+113/d2QNwN04/VV-LDT3bYf8vW1vmd8v4Xy0NKW2z6fd_52yc7tMXl4pC3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3nnW4jJTYj8kGNPHW4Bz5S75qC5XpW7LhJx14sYP0CW3pPz6P4ZqGq0W3GF-zQ5SQRnMW7HvjT_4z3HssW3pVs8L4NrXTDW1rtNym7mV-c6W6Qc7gM7L6L7BW23Tz-b4yw851W5PNF9F7pBKTfMwsJNqFpRP_W7P7z3F4QBmVDW384vvd5CrMV-N9gYX4b95sxKW2ntxGq1knRRWN3B3LgMnMq5HW3h4_RL4Ln5q-W2mSp-h853vJ2W8jlXNt2kGQ0yW2myb7G4ngqNbW39cM4r3qBWn5N2dg37L9nlh3W1mVhwD5V-B3YN7Tm3rc_8-LMW7sV4ZF4-7GH7f8GMWns04
https://d2qnwn04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/X+113/d2QNwN04/VV-LDT3bYf8vW1vmd8v4Xy0NKW2z6fd_52yc7tMXl4p03m2ndW6N1vHY6lZ3kPW3Y6LwY8T9M9xW7qNQG31dHSY7W7cYgvt8R8wC7W13THmG8_4HLGW26F_Z12jhWrSW4BDwHk3qmvnvW6r4hLb7tzsywW8dNzMS6KClypN6NlL0YGbFptW3tbWqG6tGsSFV7-6Pl8shjX7W6KSxmP8wwKMsW7CbswB75-2xjVZ0DpQ379S9NN4J9x2qBZLrQW3Hf-Vt68dYZ2W316hXz8Nlwl8W6LpZvV76HlR0W16crGD4DZD9FW1kNQ-b3Y9QFFW3Bq9PG6D5yJ6W1qclMW4tFZ5Lf1DGncK04
https://d2qnwn04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/X+113/d2QNwN04/VV-LDT3bYf8vW1vmd8v4Xy0NKW2z6fd_52yc7tMXl4pC3m2ndW7Y8-PT6lZ3lpW8fpNmF4XL42fW2SKrKz2YvfV_W8jz1t868HQmTN3HBjbkcD8xgW6ZjYyj6h35_sW1rLTtK1-w9W8W7H-CjW3GswkTW6Mx5qk3qMM-8W8lGrhQ1lnbhNW5kSj277cgkn9W1ttwsP3Js4LpW2mnFCV3rJvywW3qpcP26Y6KBdW9cpBMS4LkWv2W4-RKbR3dpFyVW8dZWLJ3mbD5tW38BrRW2pR74-W7sBMY18yZFw4W5SN3c58nmmLfW67zR7K67krxlW31-T5Q7t_DcRW4M4m004xc7TLW8jHC214M-H5QW8nwMzg6pL3BpW2p_GNt5ClPFRN4457631mPLVf2CltTs04
https://d2qnwn04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/X+113/d2QNwN04/VV-LDT3bYf8vW1vmd8v4Xy0NKW2z6fd_52yc7tMXl4pW3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3pgW7b4F6n1j-RmtW279BgF379s2lW1mRXV81KKyqKW53bpSY7xLpWbW4Nw-MC5vkGxcW5HVT-c2xPb4zW2kNDYP8MGpkxN6RsPwJJyZMVW2d1Hcq2Fy0nHW7l7qJY8jh4DQW4lGk5Z7ZtwB7N4z7y07w6xx4W4T4Bdd4-bk10W7gyzmn9dtW0bW8c5NcQ4drZCcW8-srvm8Cj-pzVwXNkQ4XGJ45W54DYw32_fplZVNbGTS7Cpg66W3Zh0y84n14w9V8S3Sq4xySKkW8QDlMd4qjHpvW8T-wYQ4H84TBN7jDr7z-vZthW7YZPjg4581KVW86yM3-8YSHlbW8vNbVl44T-FkW5-Mk343QLFYqf23TWVq04


Notify all neighbours no less than four days prior to burning. This includes neighbours
separated by a road, lane or waterway.

On the day of your planned burn, call the DFES Communications Centre on (08) 9395 9209
to register your burn. This will prevent volunteer firefighters from being called out if smoke is
reported.

Register your burn and tell your neighbours
Tell your neighbours about your plans

Register your burn with DFES.


